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Floderator Back: 


it all began about five months 
pago, this talk of book burning and 
‘book censorship in US. libraries 
overseas where in some 189 U.S. 
jhinformation centers we have put 
bour books on the shelves and in- 
vvited the other people of the free 
yworld, in India, in Spain, in Singa- 
‘hpore, in Italy, in France—to name 
va few of the places and countries 
to come in and read to find out 
‘about us, to discover that the: free- 
‘idom to read is one of our weapons 
Yagainst communism. The book 
burning and censorship talk was 
uncomfortable to us. We don’t 
like those words normally. 
Senator Joseph R. McCarthy’s 
linvestigating committee of the Sen- 
ate charged five months ago that 
yover 30,000 volumes of the some 
‘two million books in the overseas 
‘ilibraries were written by several 
hundred authors the Senator called 
jcommunists or fellow travelers. 
e demanded that the books be 
aken off the shelves. The State 
Department thereupon ordered re- 
moved from U. S. libraries overseas 
hll books by communists, fellow 

-ravelers, and controversial writers. 
WWell, prominent Americans pro- 
‘ested at this directive, and modify- 
hng directives went out from the 
\étate Department. Eleven books 
were actually burned. President 
|Zisenhower inveighed against book 
urners. 

Finally a definitive statement of 
aulicy came out of the State De- 
actment with the President’s full 
approval. It declared that we want 
wé world to know about us as we 
rm. that in the future a book on 
ie overseas shelves is to be 
meged primariiy on contents and 
£on the author’s identity. Sen- 
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What Should Be the Function of Our 
Overseas Libraries? 


ator McCarthy called this ridicu- 
lous, a fellow Republican on the 
investigating committee, Senator 
Mundt, South Dakota, called this 
concept utterly silly and they im- 
plied that they were not going to 
give up the fight. 

Tonight, Town Meeting takes up 
the question: “What Should Be the 
Function of Our Overseas  Li- 
braries?” A congressman from 
Wisconsin and a former director 
of the State Department’s overseas 
book program will discuss that 
question tonight. Congressman 
Charles Kersten, Republican of 
Wisconsin, and Mr. Dan Lacy, now 
the Managing Director of the 
American Book Publishers Coun- 
cil. 

Congressman Charles J. Kersten, 
Republican of Wisconsin, is a 
lawyer who first came to Congress 
in 1946 and began an active pre- 
occupation with the threat of sub- 
version at home and overseas when 
he was appointed chairman of a 
committee investigating infiltration 
in labor organizations, that is sub- 
versive infiltration. Representative 
Kersten favors withdrawing dip- 
lomatic recognition of the Soviet 
Union and its satellites and Con- 
gressman Kersten is well known 
as the author of the Kersten 
Amendment, which Congress adopt- 
ed providing funds for an army 
of escapees from the Iron Curtain 
countries. On tonight’s subject: 
“What Is the Function of Our 
Overseas Libraries?” here is Wis- 
consin’s Representative, Charles J. 
Kersten. 

Mr. Kersten: 

Thank you, Mr. Back. Ladies 
and gentlemen, books by commu- 
nist authors should not be in our 
overseas libraries because com- 


munists are dynamic liars. A I- 
brary is a place where the truth 
might be learned. The purpose of 
American overseas libraries, now 
that we are engaged in a cold and 
even hot war and an ideological 
struggle with the communists, is 
to tell the truth, particularly about 
those things in the United States 
which communists distort, the truth 
about communism, and the iruth 
about what it means for human be- 
ings to live in a communist state. 
The communists use arts and sci- 
ences, not to learn of the good, 
the true, and the beautiful, but to 
be twisted and perverted for the 
sole objective of the creation of 
a communist world. That's why 
there is a Red music, a Red bi- 
ology, and that’s why the criteria 
of good and evil for the commu- 
nist depends upon whether or not 
it conforms to the blueprint of 
world communism. Wilful and 
skillful perversion and subversion 
of every strata of society and of 
the nature of man is therefore 
necessary and justifiable to the com- 
munists. Well-planned falsehood 
is a communist strategy to dis- 
credit our present civilization, so 
that it might be destroyed and re- 
placed by a society and man made 
in the image of Marx and Lenin. 
When you read of democracy 
in East Germany or of justice in 
Soviet courts and how the South 
Koreans invaded North Korea and 
the United Nations forces used 
germ warfare and practiced can- 
nibalism in Korea, you know what 
I mean. A _ distinction must be 
made between a library in America 
and a library overseas. A com- 
munist book, giving a false idea 
about America read in this coun- 
try, is not as dangerous as the 
same book overseas. For ex- 
ample, here is a book purchased 
with American taxpayers’ money 
recently taken out of the American 


overseas library, according to the 
New York Times, written by Earl 
Browder, entitled Communism in 
the United States. 

I quote from the introduction. 
Says the book, “In a concrete and 
convincing way, this historic docu- 


ment shows that there is only one © 


way out of the present state of 
insecurity, unemployment, mass 
misery and untold suffering, op- 
pression, capitalistic reaction, fac- 
ism and war. It is the revolution- 
arty way, the Bolshevik way, the 
way of the socialist revolution and 
Soviet power in the United States.” 
Such a situation as described in 
this quotation can be checked for 
truth, particularly, in contrast to 
Soviet Russia, by a reader in 
America, but not so readily by a 
reader in Italy. 

The purpose of the American 
overseas library and of the Voice 
of America, according to the law 
which created them, is as follows: 
“The Congress hereby declares 


that the objectives of this Act are - 


to enable the government of the 
United States to promote a better 
understanding of the United States 
in other countries and to increase 
mutual understanding between the 
people of the United States and 
the people of other countries.” 
These libraries and the Voice of 
America are 
American foreign policy. 

If we spend 60 billion dollars a 
year for defense to combat. the 
spread of the communist ideology 
in action, then it is very foolish to 
put on the shelves of American 


overseas libraries the writings and — 


works of communists who tell us 


we should accept the communist 


ideology. Whoever was in charge 


of buying communist or pro-com- 
munist books and writings by such 


authors as Earl Browder, William 


Z. Foster, Agnes Smedley, Anna- 
Louise Strong, Howard Fast, Ilya 


| 
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therefore arms of © 


] Ehrenburg, Langston Hughes, 
Owen Lattimore, all of which and 
others according to the New York 
Times were taken off the shelves 
recently, in my opinion, violated 
the law creating the American In- 
{urmation Program. 

In my opinion, therefore, the 
function of the overseas libraries 
yshould be to tell the truth about 
the American way of life, particu- 
darly as it contrasts with communist 
ideology in action. That is the 
jitruth about the life and death be- 
hind the Iron Curtain from where 
wwe now hear the shreiks of man- 
kind in agony. (Applause) 


Mr. Back: Thank you very much, 
‘Congressman Kersten of Wisconsin. 
I know that Mr. Dan Lacy has 
bbeen listening with interest to 
ryour argument. Mr. Lacy is a for- 
mer assistant archivist of the United 
States and a one-time Deputy 
(Chief Assistant Librarian of the 
Library of Congress. He left the 
library at one time on loan to 
handle for awhile the overseas li- 
Drary program of the State Depart- 
}nent. In his present role as 
Managing Director of the Ameri- 
-an Book Publishers Council, he 
recently was a signer of the Ameri- 
ean Library Association’s mani- 
resto on book freedom and a 
esolution on overseas libraries. 
fou will hear about that as we 
go into the view of Mr. Dan Lacy. 


Wir. Lacy: 

As I heard Congressman Ker- 
iten’s remarks, I realized that there 
«a very substantial area of agree- 
In€nt between us. It seems to me 
that the function of our overseas 
likgaries is to help, as a part of 
hie = government’s total overseas 
f rmation program, in creating 
‘countries abroad an informed 
terstanding of the United States 
eee its objectives. And even more 

@ortant it is to try to create 


a common bond of purpose be- 
tween the United States and other 
countries based on a common un- 
derstanding of the world situation 
and a common set of values. 

Now the libraries try to do this 
principally by providing a compre- 
hensive and authoritative reference 
service of the highest integrity for 
foreign officials, journalists, radio 
commentators, writers, and other 
leaders of thought and action. To 
do this successfully, they must en- 
joy the confidence of such people 
as a completely reliable source of 
truth. In other words, our li- 
braries are instruments of propa- 
ganda, but there is a fundamental 
difference between American propa- 
ganda on the one hand and com- 
munist propaganda on the other. 
Because Russia’s international aims 
involve the conquest and suppres- 
sion of other countries, Russian 
propaganda can hope to gain its 
ends only by deceiving the people 
it reaches. 

A genuinely free library would 
be unthinkable as an instrument of 
Russian propaganda. American 
aims, however, are rarely in conflict 
with the fundamental aims of other 
countries. Our purpose is to try to 
achieve with other countries a 
common course of action on which 
we can genuinely agree. In other 
words, truth is our best propa- 
ganda weapon, and our best propa- 
ganda instruments are those that 
best help in getting out the truth. 
Now this objective of our ovyer- 
seas libraries should, of course, 
control all of the operations, the 
kind and location of the buildings 
they’re in, the kind of staff they 
have, the kind of services they offer 
and the kind of books they have. 

And in this last connection our 
libraries must have the books they 
find useful in providing honest an- 
swers to the questions of the kinds 
of people they are trying to reach 


and to help to a better understand- 
ing of the United States and its 
views. This is a simple and clear 
test as to whether a competent and 
professional person, thoroughly 
steeped in library methods, fully 
familiar with the country in which 
he is working, can pick the books 
that are most useful in meeting the 
particular objectives that that li- 
brary has in that country, or 
whether the selection is based on 
an automatic counting of affiliations 
with agencies or institutions or 
associations listed in the House 


Un-American Activities Commit- 
tee list. 
Mr. Back: Thank you, Mr. Lacy. 


You said, Mr. Lacy, that you feel 
there are substantial areas of agree- 
ment between you and Congress- 
man Kersten, so perhaps you might 
begin with Mr. Kersten’s first 
point, which is that a book by a 
communist author should not be 
permitted in the overseas libraries. 
To what degree are you in agree- 
ment on that? May I start the dis- 
cussion that way? 


Mr. Lacy: Well, I would return 
to the suggestion that what we 
want is the book that’s useful. 
Now, if an author is a communist, 
this certainly establishes a prima 
facie case of the strongest sort 
that his book is not useful but 
harmful. But the reason that we 
don’t use it is not just per se the 
fact that he is a communist, but 
because this book is in the actual 
situation harmful, which would in 
almost every case be the situation. 
I can conceive of a kind of situa- 
tion in which that might not be 
true. Sometimes these things are 
easier to see if you see them in 
reverse. 

For example, the British Govern- 
ment maintains a very large and 
very good information library here 
in New York. If you are an edi- 


- party, latest book?” you are told, 


torial writer for the New York 
Times and you are anxious to do 
a thoughtful and friendly and help- 
ful editorial about current’ British © 
politics for the New York Times : 
and you go in and ask a librarian, 
“By the way, I would like to know 
what the British communist party 
is doing and thinking right now 
and do you have Harry Pollitt’s, 
the head of the British communist 


“Tm sorry, sir, we don’t really 
think that you ought to be al- 
lowed to read what Mr. Pollitt 
says.” The reaction is extremely’! 
bad. 

Conceivably the same situation 
could exist, in an American library 
in London, with, say, an editorial 
writer for the Economist or for 
the London Times. Only in this 
sort of very exceptional and pecu- 
liar kind of case does it seem to 
me that a work by a communist, 
writing under communist discipline 
for communist purposes, could con- 
ceivably be useful to us. ; 


Mr. Back: Mr. Kersten, do you 
want to comment on that? 


Mr. Kersten: Well, we are in 
agreement, apparently, on several 
points. I think perhaps there are, 
some points on which we may have 
differing views here. I think that 
the function of a book by a par- 
ticular author is quite similar in 
this particular program that we 
have set up overseas, the function 
of a book is quite similar to the 
function of the Voice of America. 
The whole thing is under the in- 
formation program. Now if Mr. 
Lacy believes that a known comm 
munist might conceivably be a 
good man to put on the radio in! 
this country, I think he would be 
consistent with a book by a know: 
communist even though the con 
tent of the book might be devoi 
of the communist propaganda. 


‘This is, and might well be 
nder certain circumstances, a kind 
f an authority lent to this person 
y the mere fact that he was used. 
or example, if Earl Browder got 
n the Voice of America, broad- 
asieng from America even though 
= didn’t at that particular time 
«eadcast his ideology, a lot of 
eople would gain a certain re- 
eect for him by virtue of this, 
ad at another time, perhaps, he 
ight project his ideologies. He 
»ould gain authority this way. So 
e stocking of our shelves with 
ommunist authors I don’t think is 
ood practice. It isn’t within the 
itent of the law, because, as I 
Rve tried to point out at the 
utset, the communists are simply 
ot reliable. They do not have 
ttellectual honest or integrity. 


|Mr. Back: All right, Congress- 
an Kersten. I don’t want io 
mter this too much but I am try- 
g to see whether I understand 
at you are saying. I want to 
aderstand first whether both of 
ju agree that as a matter of prac- 
cality, in your case certainly Mr. 
acy, Earl Browder, Mr. Foster, 
d Agnes Smedley and others 
cobably would be withdrawn 
m our information service li- 
aries and stay out. Do you feel 
at that would be... 


Mr. Lacy: Well, so far as I 
ow, only two copies of any book 
» Earl Browder were ever in the 
oraries, which got in, probably, 
acing the OWI period during 
se war. There was one in London 
<4 one in Johannesburg and one 

the Teheran, none ever bought 
- the State Department. I would 
éexs that the one in London might 
-sseful to the librarian there in 
ia@ccly the same way that a book 
+ Warry Pollitt would be useful 
2 librarian here in an- 


@ing an occasional question. 


Ys 


Senator McCarthy pointed out some 
time ago that he could readily see 
how it could be useful to put Stalin 
over the Voice of America when 
you wanted to contradict him and 
this is simply doing the same thing 


in print. But for general circula- 
tion, no. 
Mr. Back: Congressman, when 


we depart from your list of names 
tonight, I was just wondering what 
the decision is, who makes the de- 
cision then as to who is the com- 
munist writer? 


Mr. Kersten: Well, as I under- 
stand it, the administrator of the 
International Information Program 
who up until recently and still is 
of course Dr. Johnson, under the 
direction of the State Department. 
It is all a State Department oper- 
ation, and being a professional man 
himself, an educator, a man very 
familiar with books, certainly he 
would be well qualified to deter- 
mine books that carried the com- 
munist line. 

I want to add that I do think 
that in this entire foreign program 
it is very necessary that the sub- 
ject of communism come up and 
that it be discussed and written 
about, but I think it should be 
written about honestly. In other 
words, certainly we have people 
who want to know about com- 
munism and many times on cer- 
tain occasions it may be necessary 
to refer to communist authors to 
tefute them; but to put them 
out, as apparently in some in- 
stances they have been put out, as 
sheer propaganda, there I think we 
begin to violate the spirit of our 
overseas program. 


Mr. Back: Mr. Lacy? 


Mr. Lacy: I think we are prob- 
ably not very far apart in prin- 
ciple here. I think that part of 
the area of seeming difference 
comes from conceptions as to how 


many books of this character were 
in libraries overseas. Some of 
those that were mentioned tonight, 
Mr. Browder, I spoke of, the State 
Department check up I believe 
showed that there had never ac- 
tually been any books by William 
Foster in the libraries ... 


Mr. Back: Can’t we depart from 
those people who have been iden- 
tified as communists, either by 
their own admission or by some 
sort of a tacit understanding or 
agreement, and go to the people in 
the broader area of the category 
of fellow traveler and controver- 
sial writer? Who makes the de- 
cision then? I wonder if the Con- 
gressman agrees that such persons 
should be barred also, and I won- 
der how that could be determined. 


Mr. Kersten: Well now, Mr. 
Back, here is a book by Agnes 
Smedley which is listed in New 
York Times as having been in 
our Overseas libraries. The title of 
it is Battle Hymn of China. Now 
the dedication in that book is as 
follows: “To the soldiers of China, 
poor, glorious pioneers in the 
world struggle against facism.. .” 
I believe the essence of the book is 
a sort of glorification of the 
Chinese army, the communist army. 

Now to put a book like this on 
our overseas shelves in Japan or 
in Korea, for example, that glorifies 
the Chinese Communist army, while 
we are spending billions over in 
Korea to try to stop that same 
army from killing American boys, 
and they have killed a great many 
of them, I think that is contrary 
to the spirit of this particular 
selective library we have in Korea 
or in Japan or any place else. 
That's what I have in mind. This 
is one of the books that, accord- 
ing to the New York Times and 
others, was in the library. There 


are several others along the sam: 
line. 


Mr. Back: Mr. Lacy, do yo 
want to comment on that? 


Mr. Lacy: Well, the Smedle 
book was one of 25 books whic 
the State Department recently fi 
nally concluded were objectionable 
Of these 25 books a total of 3! 
copies were in all of the librarie 
overseas, meaning that there wer 
probably two or three of this. N 
one of the 39 copies had ever bee 
bought by the State Departmen 
My guess would be that they hac 
been in OWI libraries during thi 
war when the Chinese Communist 
were of course fighting in alliane 
with us, that they hadn’t bee 
removed subsequently I think wai 
a mistake, but 39 copies out o 
two million is probably within ¢ 
pardonable margin of error, 
would agree that this book hay 
no place in the program, inciden 
tally. : 

Mr. Back: Mr. Lacy, I thin 
Wwe can go to Congressman Ker 
sten’s second point, which was tha! 
there is a distinction to be madi 
between the American library it 
this country and the informatior 
library overseas. I think we cat 
get to that by having a look a 
the question of the week submittec 
to Town Meeting. This week Mr 
Frank E. Martinedes of Detroit 
Michigan, will receive an up-to 
date 20-volume set of the Ameri 
can People’s Encyclopedia for send 
ing us his question on tonight’ 
subject. Mr. Martinedes’ questior 
is this: “Is it possible that 
purging of authors or books avail 
able abroad is consistent with th 
objectives of our overseas library 
services but not with Americat 
tradition of free expression?” Col 
gessman Kersten? : 


= 
Mr. Kersten: Well, certainly . 
7 


a 


think, Mr. Back, that the function 
of the overseas library, being a 
very small library in comparison 
(t2 a general library in this coun- 
‘try, the function is very different. 
‘As I tried to state before, the 
\over-all purpose, under the law that 
created this library and the Voice 
sof America, is to represent Amer- 
aca; it is particularly to be allied 
to and support our foreign policy, 
which presently is opposing the 
spread of communist ideology. 
[Therefore I think our library 
should be somewhat selective so 
las to support this policy. 

People all over the world and 
ypeople in America should know a 
teat deal more about the truth 
pf communism, communist acti- 
ivities, what it means to live under 
khe communist state. These things 
today are costing the world bil- 
lions of dollars and many lives. 
he communist authors and pro- 
communist fellow traveling au- 
thors have done their best to 
deceive the world about these 
hings, so therefore I think these 
libraries should be pointed in that 
direction. . That’s the distinction, 
and I don’t think they should con- 
ain communist authors. 


Mr. Back: All right, Mr. Lacy, 
‘et me repeat the question. Do 
you believe that the purging of 
wathors or books overseas could 
oe done, or that purging could be 
vartied out for the objectives of 
elling our story overseas, and it 
ould be perfectly all right to do 
t there even though it might be 
: preak in our tradition of free 


Par. Lacy: ‘Well, Mr. Back, I 
gainly agree that the purpose 
f the American libraries overseas 
@ different from our public li- 
fries at home. I thought the 
e Department itself put that 
# well last November in a state- 


ment in which it said in effect that 
the purpose of an American public 
library is to enlarge the arena in 
which ideas may compete for ac- 
ceptance, and the purpose of one 
of the overseas libraries is to enter 
a set of ideas in the competition. 
And I think this distinguishes them 
very clearly. 

I would say this, however, that 
one of the things that makes our 
libraries really effective, really be- 
lieved, and really, I think I could 
say, beloved abroad, is the fact 
that they do symbolize so much 
what we associate with public li- 
braries here. Anyone may use 
them. Over every one of our li- 
braries is a sign in Germany say- 
ing, “The America house is for 
everyone.” Everyone may come 
and get what he wants, no restric- 
tions are placed on him in terms 
of what is in the collection. They 
have the feeling they can find out 
the truth; they can *read things 
that are critical of the current 
administration in the United States; 
the Americans are willing to ad- 
mit their faults. 

Now, if however falsely or how- 
ever exaggeratedly, you give these 
users the impression that these li- 
braries have ceased to be that, if 
you give them the impression that 
hereafter they can only read a 
rather narrow selection of books, 
that hereafter they can find there 
only so much of the truth as suits 
our purposes, you very seriously 
damage the credibility of these 
libraries, and I believe the current 
controversy has tended to do that. 


Mr. Back: Congressman Ker- 
sten, do you want to answer that? 


Mr. Kersten: I think that we 
are falling into error when we say 
that it is necessary to include com- 
munist authors or fellow traveling 
authors in order to contain the 
whole truth, because it is my very 


firm conviction that the commu- 
nist writer, the communist theore- 
tician, has very little concern with 
truth. He has only one objective 
and that is to use everything to 
accomplish the ultimate communist 
world. So if libraries are a place 
where the truth is to be learned 
about anything, about communism, 


* 


then communist authors don’t con- 
tribute to that purpose at all. 

Mr. Back: Well, thank you, Con- 
gressman Kersten. I want to.go now 
to the floor for some of the ques- 
tions that people have been wait- 


ing here to ask and perhaps we 


will get to some of the points you 
made in getting these questions. 


QUESTION S77 REEASES 


Questioner: Mr. Lacy, just how 
extensively are our overseas li- 
‘braries used? 

Mr. Lacy: About 100,000 users a 
day. 

Mr. Back: Does that satisfy you 
as an answer? All right, the next 
question will come from this lady. 

Questioner: Do you think a 
book should be included in the 
library which is true but paints an 
unfavorable picture of America? 

Mr. Back: To do 


address this? 


whom you 


Questioner; Whoever wants it. 


Mr. Back: Congressman Kersten, 
you take it. 


Congressman Kersten: Certainly 
America is not perfect and nobody 
contends that it is, and I think 
if we tried to paint America and 
tried to stock a library that only 
painted America as a Utopia, we 
would be doing ourselves a real 
harm. I think we should paint 
America truly, putting stress, 
however, on those things which 
are important in the current issues 
of the world, particularly in our 
struggle with the communist 
ideology. 

I think it isn’t a question so 
much of painting the truth about 
America; I think it’s a question 
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more of painting the truth about 
what happens under the communist 
dictatorship, what has been hap- 
pening to the people of Eastern 
Germany and Poland and Soviet 
Russia and all of these areas. This 
is the area of greatest ignorance on 
the part of us all. So I think we 
can very safely paint the true pic- 
ture of America if everything is 
put in its proper proportion. 


the people know when we can 
about communist life. 


Questioner: In the discussion be- 
fore we came on the air, there was 
a discussion about Grapes of 
Wrath, and everybody was wonder- 


Is 
think we should also seek to let” 


ing what decision had been made_ 


about that. 


Congressman Kersten: Well, 
with regard to that, I think it 


could not paint the true picture 


of America if The 


Grapes of 


Wrath were, for example, the only 


book in that line that was on the 
shelves, because that is an excep- 
tional case. 
would truly paint the American 
picture. 


I don’t think that 


It might be one small 


facet about it, but I don’t think 


that by itself would paint the true 
American picture. 


Mr. Back: Congressman, I think 


the interrogator wants to know if 


ya would put The Grapes of 
rath on the library shelves over- 
as. 

Congressman Kersten: Ive never 
ead it, so I don’t know. 


dar. Back: Mr. Lacy, do you 
want to make one comment on 
aat ? 

_Mr, Lacy: Well, my recollection 
; that we made only very limited 
se of it. The Russians have used 
aat book themselves fairly exten- 
.vely as propaganda, but it kicked 
ack on them because the general 
e@action was, “My heavens, here 
; a country where even the poor- 
st people own their own auto- 
mobiles.” 


Questioner; Mr. Lacy, what 
riteria were used in originally 
blecting the books to be used in 
yur overseas libraries? 


Mr. Lacy: This question is very 
fificult to answer in any brief set 
f{ terms. Let me say in the first 
lace, that the core collections in 
gost of these libraries were in- 
‘erited from libraries established 
yy the OWI, by the army, or by 
ne co-ordinator of Inter-Amer- 
fan affairs. Subsequently, we tried 
>» build them up with works 
rhich in the first place represented 
ae point of view of responsible 
“mericans, not necessarily the ad- 
\inistration, on international 
fairs, works that embodied a 
ide cross section of contemporary 
‘merican cultural and _ scientific 
thievement, books about the 
Invied States representing pretty 
vuch the whole spectrum of re- 
aensible opinion, and books that, 
3 Congressman Kersten pointed 
we helped to achieve an honest 
aderstanding of conditions in com- 


vanlist areas. 
¢€ 


“Cuestioner: I have a question 
1 a Representative Kersten. Re- 
“ily Robert Johnson expostulated 
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a report which had substantial em- 
phasis on the content of any given 
book with respect to the given 
need of the library in question. 
That report received an awful lot 
of Republican support, support 
from Secretary of State Dulles, 
from the Hickenlooper Committee, 
whose report was substantially the 
same, and from the W. L. Jackson 
Committee. What is your reac- 
tion, sir, to that Republican sup- 
port and to the statement itself? 


Representative Kersten: Well, 
certainly I think the content of the 
book is most important. And the 
content of the book should be 
such as to support the objectives of 
the law which created the Voice 
of America and these libraries, be- 
cause, after all, this is not a 
general-purpose library unnder the 
law. I do, however, feel that 
there may be instances in which 
authors, who ordinarily write fel- 
low traveling type of material or 
communist material, may write 
something different. I think it 
might well be advisable not to use 
such a book even though the book 
has no offensive content, for the 
reason that the person gains au- 
thority by its use, and I think that 
should be done very hesitatingly. 

Mr. Back: I think you made the 
point before that that would lend 
prestige. Would you say that Mr. 
Hammett’s detective stories should 
be taken off the shelves? 

Representative Kersten: Well, 
I don’t know enough about his 
stories or just how left-wing his 
writings have been. I guess some 
of them... 

Mr. Back: But you would take 
his books off the shelves because 
he would get prestige? 

Rep. Kersten: I wouldn’t want 
to lend prestige to any pro-com- 
munist writer. 


Mr. Back: Mr. Lacy, how do 
you feel about that argument? 


Rep. Kersten: There is too much 
other good material, I think. 


Mr. Lacy: I think he would get 
a lot more prestige from their pub- 
lic removal now than he would by 
simply ignoring them, but 
(applause) 

Questioner: My question is ad- 
dressed to Mr. Lacy. Mr. Lacy, 
can the reading interests of a 
foreign nation be so accurately 
analyzed that the proper reading 
matter can be supplied from Wash- 
ington to an overseas library and 
have the right effect? 


Mr. Lacy: Our efforts at master- 
minding along that line in the 
State Department weren't always 
very successful, certainly. When 
I was there, we were moving 
steadily toward a course of action 
that would leave book selection 
almost completely in the hands of 
the local members of the mission 
on the spot, subject to the ap- 
proval of the Washington office as 
to the general suitability of the 
book for overseas use. We didn’t 
try to decide, you need two copies 
of this and one copy of that. 


Mr. Back: Before we turn to the 
next question, may I just raise one 
question that has come up as I 
have been listening here? I be- 
lieve that the American library 
association, Mr. Lacy, on its mani- 
festo which you signed, said that 
the matter of selecting books for 
overseas libraries in the end can- 
not be a matter to be decided by 
a congressional committee, or by a 
government agency, that that is 
something that ought to be decided 
by the people. Mr. Kersten, I 
wonder who you think ought to 
decide and, Mr. Lacy, I wonder 
who you think ought to decide. 


Rep. Kersten: 1 think, Mr. Back, 


in answer to that question there? 
seems to me, at least, to be a cer-) 
tain inconsistency in the manifesto,’ 
because the law does provide that) 
the administrator make the selec-) 
tions. As a matter of fact one of 
the points in the manifesto states® 
as follows: “The information ad- 
ministration must be free to use 
in its libraries whatsoever book: 
its responsible professional judg-) 
ment determines are necessary of 
useful to the provisions of such aj 
service.” In other words, the mani-(f 
festo indicates that the adminis-\ 
trator should make that decision. 


Mr. Back: And the State De 
partment has just recently said thea 


no matter who the author, 
decide whether or not the booky 
serves the ends of democracy and} 
is placed on the shelves. Mr. Lacy,} 
let me turn that question over to} 
you. Who decides? 


Mr. Lacy: Well, I think the} 
State Department, or whatever re- 
sponsible agency is doing the job, 
has to make the decision. I don’t 
think the manifesto said that the! 
book selection had to be in the! 
hands of the people. I think it 
indicated that the people had @ 
right to be indignant when the 
State Department forgot about se- 
lecting books for utility, and for- 
got about looking as to what was 
in the books, and started simply 
doing biographical investigation 
into the authors as a means of de- 
ciding it. It made the whole 
American people look ridiculous 
here, and it made them look ridie- 
ulous abroad, and they got mad, 
and I think they had a right to; 
they are their libraries, they sup- 
port them. t 


Mr. Back: Thank you, Mr, Lacy. 
Back to the floor again. 5 


Questioner: Representative Ker: 
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2m, can we trust known com- 
wnists to write the real truth 
‘out COmMmunism ? 


‘Rep. Kersten: No, I do not think 
2 can. 


\Mr, Back: Next question, please. 


_Geestioner: Mr. Lacy, it has 
sen charged that the anti-com- 
urist literature has never been 
the overseas libraries such as 
2 American Legion, the McCarthy 
ok. Can you comment on this? 


r, Lacy: Generally speaking, 
: found that the books about 
immunism in the United States 
mre not very useful abroad. These 
aries abroad are not fighting 
jmmunism in the United States; 
ey’re fighting communism abroad. 
boks that emphasize these di- 
‘ive differences within the United 
ites from either point of view 
: seldom relatively useful. Sen- 
xr McCarthy’s book, with its 
tphasis, for example, on an alle- 
ion of treason against the allied 
fomander of chiefs of staff dur- 
|; the war, is not a good book 
‘try to get other nations to trust 
gerican joint command in a 
re wat. 


Wdowever, (applause) the Amer- 
tn Legion got out last year a 
\liography of some hundred 
jbks, which it thought every 
fzen ought to read about com- 
hnism. Now of these hundred, 
er 18,000 copies were at that 
he in the libraries overseas, 
Janing that a copy of almost 
ry one of them was in almost 
tev library overseas. In addition 
hat, the State Department had 
boasted over 40,000 copies of 
se. for give-away purposes 
#1. It had published those in 
MSiition in something like 36 
int languages in a total of a 
lien, eight hundred thousand 
Now these are the books 
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that the American Legion has felt 
were the most effective single anti- 
communist propaganda  instru- 
ment. 


Mr. Back: Congressman Kersten, 
in commenting on that, would you 
say that the McCarthy book should 
have been in the overseas libraries ? 


Rep. Kersten: Well, I think there 
is a great deal to what Mr. Lacy 
says, that that represents the local 
scene here and has no particular 
reference to the situation abroad. 
The books seem to... 


Mr. Back: The question that 
comes to my mind is that the 
McCarthy attack on General 
Marshall, for example, would that 
be construed as representing not 
the truth about America, and 
therefore ought not to be on the 
shelves? 


Rep. Kersten: Well, no, I can 
well see that a person like General 
Marshall can be subject to crit- 
icism. There is nobody in this 
country that is not subject to 
criticism and it might have a cer- 
tain function in that regard, but 
the books that have been par- 
ticularly significant, as out of place, 
are books for example that have 
to do with our Far Eastern policy. 
There have been a lot of books 
about China apparently on this list 
that have come oyer the com- 
munist line. 


Mr. Back: Mr, Lacy, do you 
want to comment on that before 
we go to the next question? 


Mr. Lacy: I might take, for ex- 
ample, the book that was most 
used in the program, on China, 
was Hunter’s Brainwashing in Red 
China, of which the State Depart- 
ment had a special edition of 10,- 
000 copies printed. That's a good 
give-away use in the Far East, and 
this is really much the most typical 
kind of thing. 


Mr. Back: Now one more ques- 
tion. 

Questioner: Mr. Kersten, in brief, 
what immediate and positive in- 
fluence does the government feel 
will be exerted by removing com- 
munist literature from overseas 
libraries? 

Mr. Kersten: Well, I think that, 
while it does give notoriety to 
these books for the moment, never- 
theless it establishes a long-range 
policy that excludes these books 
which are not reliable, in my opin- 
ion, which I think is the proper 
policy. I don’t think the American 
taxpayers want to help to support 
the communist cause by buying 
pro-communist books and placing 
them on the overseas shelves while 
we are spending billions to fight 
this thing in other ways. 


FOR FURTHER STUDY OF THIS WEEK’S TOPIC 


Background Questions 


1. The 1948 Act establishing U.S. Information Centers abroad stated 
that they are to serve in disseminating information about the U.S., 
Evaluate this objective. | 

a. Is it sound policy to invest in setting up government-selected 


its people, and policies. 


Mr. Back: I think that raises the) 
question of royalties going to com-/ 
munist authors which might be. 
used in this conspiracy. Mr. Lacy, 
may I ask you about that? That 
argument is used. 

Mr. Lacy: The number of books: 
actually purchased by the State 
Department, as opposed to those 
that may have drifted into the 
libraries from other sources, by) 
known communists, is so trivial 
that we are talking about matters 
that I would guess would be under 
a hundred dollars. I think this is 
really an irrelevant point. 

Mr. Back: Thanks very much, 
gentlemen, for your most informa- 
tive discussion. I am sorry we 
have to bring it to a close at this 
point. 


re nen 


and government-run libraries for foreign education or propa-} 


ganda? 


b. if yes, how broadly should the 1948 law be interpreted? 
should be the scope of our information centers and their ac 


tivities ? 


2. Are our overseas libraries exact duplicates of our libraries at | 
Is their purpose the same? 


home? Should they be? 


3. Are libraries by definition ideologically neutral? Or, are they 
purposeful institutions with appropriate selection policies? | 


What 


a) 


4. What should be the purpose of our overseas information libraries?) 


a. Should they be representative libraries providing volumes on 
all subjects and of all points of view? ‘ 
b. Or, should they be regarded as an official adjunct of U.S. 
foreign policy and seek only to further the ends thereof? f 


Can our overseas libraries best serve the interests of the American’ 
people by providing an illustration of what free libraries are—+ 
or by functioning as strictly propaganda agencies? 
libraries ? 


ae should govern the selection of books for our overseas 
ibraries ? | 
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a. Has there been an over-all selection policy in the past? Or, 
has selection been left to the discretion of individual librarians? 

b. Should selection be limited to official documents, publications, 
histories, technical treatises, etc.? 

c. Should selection be limited to non-fiction works? Or, can 
American creative literature win us friends abroad? 

d. Should periodicals be chosen to represent a cross-section of 
American opinion? 

e. Should all books advocating the overthrow of the American 
Government be excluded from these libraries? 


7. Should our selection policy for overseas libraries be based on the 

content or author of the books? 

a. The most recent Administration directive on this matter stated 
that content was the important thing. Do you agree? 

b. Is it conceivable that a book by a Communist or a Fascist might 
serve the ends of democracy? 

c. Would you exclude from our overseas libraries all books con- 
taining Communist propaganda—including basic texts of Marx, 
Engels and Stalin? 

d. If you favor banning books on the basis of the author’s affilia- 
tions, where would you draw the line? 

e. Would you ban books by all proven Communist Party members? 
Would you ban the books of suspected Communists? Fellow-trav- 
elers? Former members of front groups? Others? 

f. Would you ban the works of an author who invoked the Fifth 
Amendment before a Congressional committee? 

g. Does the presence of certain books in U.S. overseas libraries 
necessarily indicate Government approval or endorsement of 
either the books or the authors? 


3. The President’s Committee on International Information Activities 
stated in its report that although overseas libraries should not 
carry subversive books, they should not hestitate to distribute those 
critical of American life, institutions and officials. Do you agree? 
a. If we do not reflect this criticism, can we possibly give an 

accurate picture of America? 

b. Is a display of diversity and democratic contoversy in itself 
good propaganda for the American ideals of freedom of thought 
and speech? 

D. Is Senator McCarthy’s claim that there are some 30,000 books by 
Communist authors on our overseas library shelves correct? Has he 
produced evidence to substantiate this charge? 

. Are there many important American books that are not found in our 
information libraries? Is there a dearth of books representing con- 
servative opinion? 

Who should determine what books are carried in overseas libraries? 

a. Members of Congress or Congressional Committees ? 

-b. The State Department which formulates foreign policy? 

“c. The local librarian who can judge the usefulness of a particu- 
Jar book in meeting the needs of a particular area? 

“d. A non-political committee of librarians and experts who are 
_ most familiar with content? 

. Would a few pro-Communist or otherwise undesirable books in U. S. 

» pverseas libraries create more ill-will toward the U.S. than current 

__tharges of book-burning and censorship? 
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